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Abstract
Society has expressed a different reaction regarding the issue of animal testing even though it has been done for centuries. Physicians and scientists have carried out various experiments on animals for many years for several reasons. This essay will highlight the reasons why animal testing has persisted and why it should be abolished. 


















Animal Testing
Introduction
The question of whether to use animals in the laboratory has been an issue of concern in the current society because of the question of ethics. Animal testing is becoming is something that is slowly becoming a normal thing, especially in the wake of scientific advancements. Even though scientists support the idea of animal testing, but society seems to have a different idea about it. Some members of society feel that animals should be treated humanely and should be allowed to live freely because it is the human’s obligation to protect the animals. Similarly, some people, especially scientists feel that animals are the safest way to test the lifesaving properties of medicinal products for humans. In the wake of these scientific innovations and advancements, animals should not be used as a lab test. Instead, scientists should use alternative test methods.
Problem
Scientists use animals as lab test subjects for many reasons. For instance, animal testing has been identified as the safest way of testing harmful products to human beings. According to Proulx (2019), the decision by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2019 to move away from requiring the testing of potentially harmful products on animals has been hailed by many. As Hajar (2011) explains, animals have been repeatedly used as laboratory test subjects throughout the history of medical research. Research on animals began many years ago. For example, in the early Greek scientific studies, scientists like Erasistratus and Aristotle performed experiments on living animals (Hajar, 2011). Katsnelson (2013) further explains that efforts to reduce the number of animals used in the research studies have been faced with many barriers. The practice of animal testing has attracted complex debates in the last decades. Proulx (2019) explains that the practice of testing debates has been associated with passionate views on morality and scientific imperative. According to Katsnelson (2013), proponents of animal testing have argued that testing drugs on animals is the safest treatment for human diseases and other devices. They further argue that most of the medical advancements have been achieved through animal testing. According to Hajar (2011), drug testing using animals became significant in the 20th century when many companies started using animals in producing drugs to combat emerging diseases like diabetes. Efforts to use animals in drug testing became intense towards the end of the 19th century with the occurrence of different drug fiasco such as thalidomide fiasco in the late 1960s (Hajar, 2011). The fiasco involved various incidents of harm to humans from the use of substances that have not been tested on animals. As such, the use of animals in medical research has significantly advanced since then.
Solution
Based on the physical and emotional torture that animals go through, various organizations have come up with different efforts to minimize the use of animals in medical research. The use of alternative research methods in the medical field is becoming widely accepted. For example, instead of using the animal test in acute toxicity where rats are exposed to very high doses of the substances, alternative methods like cell-based tests, especially in NRU3T3 can be used to determine the extent of cell death (Hajar, 2011). Other animal testing methods like skin sensitization where substances are rubbed onto the shaved skin of a guinea pig can be reduced by adopting the alternatives methods like undertaking several tests like human cell line activation test (h-CLAT), which are based on skin cells (Taylor, 2019). Opponents of animal testing have cited cruelty to animals and inhumane treatment of the animals as some of the reasons that justify the end to the use of animal testing. Several campaigns to advocate for alternative research methods and use of non-animal models (Hajar, 2011).
Conclusion
Even though animal testing has been a major concern for society today, various institutions continue to use animals citing that it has promoted to medical research advancements. However, due to the cruelty and inhumane treatments those animals go through, we can use other alternatives to work towards improving the health sector without inhumanely treating the animals. Using non-animal models is the best alternative to ensure that medical research studies advance while protecting the environment. Animals are part of the natural ecosystem that needs to be protected just like the way we protect the environment and ourselves. Adopting alternative methods will be important in dealing with animal testing because the way we treat these animals shows our unethical way towards treating those without power. Animals that we subject to these testing are part of our identity and they form an integral part of our culture and society at large.
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